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July-August 2006

GENERAL MEETING AND PROGRAM

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

Friday, July 14th at 7:30 pm
Moreland-West Community Center
1850 Fallbrook Avenue, San José
Note new location!

Images from Santa Cruz's North Coast
Dylan Neubauer & Randy Morgan

Join us for a mid-summer look at a gorgeous arfay o
flowers seen up close from the North Coast of S@nte
County. The show will emphasize the many spedaitp
and landscapes of the Scott Creek Watershed, kfmvits
botanical diversity. Accompanied by music, welke a
journey through a variety of plant communities tigb the
macro-photography of Dylan Neubauer. After the
presentation we'll have a discussion with Santa Cru
botanist extraordinaire, Randy Morgan.

About the presenters Dylan Neubauer is a graphic
designer and photographer with a long-standingestan
California native plants. Randy Morgan is a CNE®Ww
and discoverer of seven new plant species. Herigmtly
involved in an in-depth study of the gerlusfolium.

Native Plant Nursery

Thanks to all the volunteers that helped to makeSguing
Native Plant Sale a success! Mark your calendarg (
make space in your gardens) for falt sale, which will be
held will be held orBaturday Oct. 14that Hidden Villa.

Healthy, vibrant plants are a key element of a sssiul
sale, and waeed more volunteerdo make this a reality.
You can help by coming to one of our nursery work
sessions at Hidden Villa, which take place every
Wednesdayfrom 12noon to 3pm Bring garden gloves,
sunhat, clippers, and your lunch if you like. Ottamls
will be provided at the nursery. Knowledge of pais not
necessary: your willingness to help is all thatguired.

For more information, contact Jean Struthers ab)®4%1-
2586 or JeanStruthers@aol.com, or Ray Deutsch at

(650)365-6136 or henrymarsh@yahoo.com. Througdly ear

August, call Jean or Ray before you come to theemyr
since the gate at Hidden Villa may be locked fanser
camp.

Directions: Hidden Villa is located on Moody Road west
of Foothill College. From Hwy 280 in Los Altos M) take
the Moody Road exit and head west. Two miles wést

Directions: The Moreland-West Community Center is bestqothill College, look for the Hidden Villa sign @n

approached from Hwy. 85. From Hwy. 85, take the
Saratoga Ave. exit and head north. Turn right amg@bell
Ave., follow Campbell Ave. to Fallbrook Ave., tuleft
onto Fallbrook. The Community Center parking fobn
the right, at 1850 Fallbrook Ave.

If coming from Hwy. 280, take the Saratoga Avet sriuth
to Campbell Ave, turn left, and follow the direat®as
above.

CNPS general meetings are free and open to thécpubl
For additional information, contact Chapter Vice$ident
Kevin Bryant, at mtngreenl7@verizon.net or (408)353
8824.

driveway on the left. Proceed over the bridge, jgaudk in
the visitor center parking lot to your right. TRative
Plant Nursery is at the greenhouse just beyondidiir
center.

Gardening with Natives

Gardening with Natives (GWN) is a special integgstup
within the Chapter which meets on the first Thuysdg
each month, usually at the Peninsula Conservatenet
(PCCQC) in Palo Alto (directions below). The grosmpen
to all, and includes a mix of seasoned native plant
gardeners as well as beginners. Newcomers argslwa
welcome.
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Tuesday, July 18, 7-9pmat PCC, Palo Alto

Birds and Native Plant Habitat, a talk byJosiah Clark.

Ecologist, birder, and photographer Josiah Clapars

how improved habitat, of which native plants aitical
component, sustains bird populations. He has vebike
San Francisco's parks over the last decade withdhkof
maximizing biodiversity and productivity for wildé.

Thursday, August 3, 7-9pm at PCC, Palo Alto
Converting a Lawn to a Native Plant Garden a talk by
Annaloy Nickum.

Since 1999, Annaloy Nickum’s business, Wildscapes
Garden Design, has specialized in California native
combined with compatible non-natives. Gardensghesi
by her have been featured in the Going Native Garde
Tour. As the garden design consultant with Yerbari
Nursery, she has traveled throughout the Southt®ay
advise residents on how to introduce Californiavestinto
their gardens.

Directions to the PCC PCC (Peninsula Conservation
Center), 3921 E. Bayshore Road, Palo Alto. From
Highway 101, take the "San Antonio North" exit, get
immediately into the left-hand turn lane, and tuUEFT
onto East Bayshore. This will curve around tol#it then
right. Turn right on Corporation Way. Then tuma the
first driveway on your left, which leads to the P@&rking
lot. The meeting is in thRaptor Suite on the first floor.

For more information on the Gardening with Natigesup,
visit its website atvww.GardeningWithNatives.com

coordinators. Thanks also to everyone else whoeldel
with hospitality, set-up, take-down, keying, boaidgoster
sales, surveys, the greeter table, flower collg¢tiublicity,
displays, garden clean-up, and specimen presemtatite
also very much appreciate our vendors, and mudituga
also goes to Judy Mason and Arvind Kumar, who priese
very popular classes on wildflower identificatiamda
gardening. We have also been fortunate for thefpas
years to hold the show at Mission College, which Ibeen
a very accommodating venue and has shown us much
hospitality and support.

The Wildflower Show continues to be an important
education and outreach event for our Chapter, antape
you can all join us again as volunteers or visitiraext
year's 35th edition!

Native Hill - Weeds vs. Natives

The extra rains this year have encouraged a pafui
weeds that have outcompeted the native plantsa so
locations at Native Hill this past spring.

Large areas of the garden were set aside for springals
such as California poppies, lupines and clarkiawebver,

the lupines and clarkia are in short supply thisryand the
poppies although present are not abundant. Ibbas an
uphill battle to remove the non-natives this yaag our

plan for the fall is to plant more perennials, esaiéy

ground covers such &slvia sonomensis andGrindelia

dtricta var. platyphylla, to reduce the area available for non-
natives and eventually reduce the workload involved

GWN maintains a Yahoo group with over 300 members, \yeeding.

true resource for native plant gardeners in thégarTo join
the Yahoo group, visgroups.yahoo.com/group/
GardeningWithNatives. To contact the GWN Steering

Our biggest success this year was a native grakslan
planting with several perennials and numerous asnukst

Committee, email GardeningWithNatives@yahoo.com ofine pheginning of June the Fremontias, sages aretiadly

call Arvind Kumar at (408)274-6965.

Wildflower Show - Thanks to All!

Thanks to all of you who helped with the Wildflon&how
on April 21-23, which the Chapter has presentedialiy
since 1973. The show this year displayed 511 rdiffe
plant species in 75 families. Twenty-six speciesennew
to our show, and 18 of these were native to Calior Our
attendance was significantly increased over laat,\ia
part due to a timely article in the San José MeréNews
and the attendance of Mission College studentdamdty.

It's always wonderful to see so many folks turntap
volunteer; everyone knows their jobs so welll Salec

the woolly bluecurls provided an unforgettable sigith
their rich hues and collections of bees and humbirdg in
their never ending search for nectar.

If you would like to volunteer at the garden ordusled to
the email list to be notified of upcoming workdagentact
Phil Higgins at phidor@juno.com or (650)941-4752.

Keying with Natives

Join us on the lagtriday of every month, fron6:30pm -
8:30pm, in a fun gathering to meet with other native plant
enthusiasts to sharpen your keying skills. We raedie
PCC building in Palo Alto. The next meetings Vol
Fridays,June 30, July 28andAugust 25. Contact David

thanks to our new coordinator David Chapman, whe wa Tex" Houston for more details, (650)303-2777 or

assisted by Stephen Buckhout and Stella Yang, swggo

tex009@sbcglobal.net.




July-August 2006

WWW.CNPS-SCV.0rg 3

Habitat Restoration at Edgewood Park

Join us as we restore sensitive habitats at Edgdand
enjoy summer wildflower displays. Weeding sessiake
placeFriday mornings at 8:30am Wednesday evenings
at 5:30pm, and on occasion&@aturdays at 9am
throughout the year. Our next Saturday outinggkmened
for July 15 andJuly 29.

Work sites vary depending on the season and siite=of
group. Sometimes nature times a wildflower disptay

coincide with the group's visit to a work site. r Betails

including meeting places, please see the schetthe a

Edgewood Weed Warriors website, at

reclaim the area. It takes persistent work insthime area
to get it cleared and keep it cleared.

When we came to our weeding spot, Jean helped us to
recognize Italian thistle plants, and demonstratésttive
techniques for stripping the seed heads and blcs&mm
the plant (deadheading). She also explained thets best
to gather the pulled plants into piles, wheredkéfy are left
on the spot, others may waste time later by sebiaglant
and thinking it needs to be pulled.

As we spread out and started weeding, | learned to
recognize the thistles by their attractive purptesboms. |

edgewood.thinkersrus.netor call Ken Himes at (650)591-2ls0 found several other kinds of weeds and askedwe

8560. For the Friday sessions call Ken or contabn
Allen at jcakwa@earthlink.net. John can also aid tp
the Friday sessions email list at your request.

Broom and Thistle Eradicators
First Time Weeding in Foothills Park
By Carol Mattsson, Chapter Newsletter Editor

In late May | joined a weeding session to remoaédn
thistle with the Friends of Foothills Park. It wasnild,
sunny day with pretty clouds in the sky. At theoflls
Park entrance the two rangers brightened up when th
heard | was there to weed, and enthusiasticalgctid me
to the Orchard Glen parking area.

There | met Jean and Franklin Olmsted and wasdotred
to several other volunteers, some new, some regulBran
handed out large, white, sturdy garbage bags, wgedi
tools, and gloves and explained that we were gtarigok
for Italian thistle, pull up the plants, but puff the flower
(later seed) heads and put only them in the garbags.

In the past the weeders had bagged the entiréethisit
new park budget restrictions required them to redbe
amount of garbage they generated.

It was very important to dispose of the flower zeed
heads properly because, even unattached to the thlan
can produce mature, viable seeds.

The leaders also made sure everyone knew how to
recognize poison oak so we could avoid it.

On the half mile walk to our weeding site, on bsitttes of
the trail, we saw large patches of Italian thistlewas
tempting to stop and pull these obvious large wedgan
explained that it's quite satisfying for a grougkear an
area of visible weeds, but it is not effective hesmaplants
that come up from the seed bank the next year cikly

weren't pulling those as well, since we were hénanklin
explained that, besides the obvious answer oféiinit
volunteer hours, some weeds were more invasive and
aggressive than others, which in fact leads tdChielPC
ratings CNPS members have heard about. Our group
focuses on the most invasive weeds, which means at
Foothill Park, depending on the season, they wedidh
thistle, French broom, and yellow star-thistle.

While we weeded in the grassy, green shade next to
stream, we enjoyed pleasant conversation. We woéder
how cleaning out a check dam downstream can cause
erosion by increasing the stream gradient upstreahihe
difference between hedge parsley and bur che@iile
weeder startled us by suddenly dashing away fr@m hi
weeding spot and hopping up and down. We didmtkn
what to think until he explained, "Ants!" Anotheeeder
unintentionally confirmed his finding a half hoatér. One
of the volunteers found an upside down old birdlednsa
tree across the stream. He cleaned it out, adjastere to
reorient it, and thus restored the house to a @ibivt
habitat, complete with a tiny chimney.

At noon we finished our weeding session, and tagk o
bags of "precious" seed and flower heads backeto th
parking lot. We savored the thought of the dafftsres
preventing thousands, perhaps millions, of newaltal
thistle plants from growing. Most of the weedeleniy
home for lunch, but | stayed in the park and byrtgithe
group's advice on prime hilltop lunch spots neadnjoyed
a pleasant lunch with a great view before headindgiéme.

| had a wonderful time, was treated like a celgband
enjoyed feeling that my time had been effectivelgrd
improving a natural habitat. | encourage othercwmmers
to try a weeding session with the Foothills Parkdn and
Thistle Eradicators.

Continued on p. 5
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ONGOING HABITAT RESTORATION PROJECTS

Join local vounteers at your favorite parks to help restore habitat for native floraand fauna. Projects include planting
Cdlifornia natives, trail maintenance and of course, plenty of pulling weeds! Contact the listed organizers for details.

Arastradero Preserve in Palo Alto
2nd and 4th Saturdays year-round,

9am - 1pm

Wednesday evenings June through
September, 6pm - 8pm

MethaKlock (650)962-9876 x311
methak @acterra.org.
acterra.org/arastradero/volunteer/
restoration.html

CNPS Native Nursery Workdays
Propagating and growing native plants
in pots

Hidden Villanear Los Altos Hills
Every Wednesday noon - 3pm

Jean Struthers (650)941-2586
JeanStruthers@aol.com

Ray Deutsch (650)365-6136
henrymarsh@yahoo.com

e
Fo

Edgewood County Park and Natural Preserve
Invasive species removal

Fridays 8:30am, Wednesdays 5:30pm (during DST),
occasional Saturdays at 9am.

Ken Himes (650)591-8560

John Allen jcakwa@earthlink.net
edgewood.thinkersrus.net

Edgewood Adopt-A-Highway

1-280 at Edgewood Road Park & Ride

First Saturday of even numbered months 8:30am

First Sunday of odd numbered months 8:30am

Ken Seydel (650)369-2222 kbseydel @gmail.com
friendsofedgewood.org/adopt_highway/adopt-a-.htm

Environmental Education Center in Alviso
Upland habitat restoration: remove invasives from area
above salt marsh. Projects include weed management,
trail planning, and planting California natives
Tuesdays 9:30am - 2pm

Genie Moore genie_moore@fws.gov (408)262-5513
www.fws.gov/desfbay/volunteer.html

Foothills Park in Palo Alto
Broom and Thistle Eradication
Every Sunday 9am - noon

L& g5 O AR
othills Park Volunteers Weeding at Vista Hill

57.?, i AL N SR

Franklin Olmsted

Jean Olmsted jwo@svpal.org
www.friendsoffoothillspark.org/volunteer.htm

Lake Cunningham Park's Native Garden

2305 S. White Road, San Jose

Every Saturday 10am - noon

Arvind Kumar chhaprahiya@yahoo.com (408)274-6965
groups.yahoo.com/group/lakecunninghamvolunteers

Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District
Projects include tending newly planted vegetation, trail
maintenance, fence reconstruction, and weeding.
volunteer @openspace.org. See the website for calendar:
www.openspace.org/volunteer/
outdoor_service_projects.asp

Native Hill at Foothill College

12345 El Monte Road, Los Altos Hills

Some Saturdays and Sundays 9am - noon

Phil Higgins phidor@juno.com (650)941-4752

Ulistac Natural Area Restoration Project

Lick Mill Blvd. between Hope Dr. and Tasman Dr.
1st Saturdays and 3rd Sundays each month 9am - 1pm
Lindsey Cromwell (408) 554-5419 ulistac@scu.edu
www.scu.edu/envs/ulistac
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Foothills Park Weeding continued from p. 3

Jean invites everyone to come help with the weedirtge
group meets é@am every Sundaymorning usually at the
Orchard Glen parking area but occasionally at tgeP
Mill/280 Park and Ride lot. Non-Palo Alto reside®inter
as the group's guests. For meeting location, pleal Jean
Olmsted at (650)493-3468 or send an email message t
jwo@svpal.org to get on the notice list. The Fdign
website is atwww.FriendsOfFoothillsPark.org.

Legislation, Invasives, Conservation, and
Rare Plant (LIVeCoRP) Committee

Our small but activeélVeCoRP Committee (notice the
fancy new name) is seeking people who wish to get
involved with preserving, protecting, and underdiag
native species and plant communities throughout our
Chapter's area. No experience is necessary, adgiee to
help retain what remains of our natural heritagée will

be discussing starting a "locally rare" program and
formulating a rare plant monitoring program, ashasl
addressing several specific conservation effods dne
ongoing in our area.

If you would like to get involved, our next meetingl be
Thursday, July 27th at 6pmat the PCC. We'll supply the
pizza! For more information, contact Kevin Bryat
mtngreenl7@verizon.net or (408)353-8824.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
By Judy Fenerty, Chapter President

Four times per year, representatives from the 3SPEN
chapters, along with the State staff and BoardicédDors
meet for a weekend at different locations arourdstate.
These Chapter Council meetings are a wonderful
opportunity for representatives to share ideassaicdesses.
The creativity and dedication of our Society’s memnshis
truly inspiring.

Although we have so many talented and hard-working
members around the state, we continue to face rauser
challenges in our efforts to protect native plarid their
habitats. As I’'m sure you are aware, invasive §sc

“think California,” and consider volunteering atthtate
level. There are many State-level committees logkor
volunteers, as well as open elected positions ersthte
Board. | have had a wonderful time attending these
meetings and working with other delegates, anduld/o
encourage any of you interested in working on dtatel
policy and initatives to consider it. For moreamhation,
please contact me at judy@fenerty.com or (408)37R26
or check the state CNPS websitevatw.cnps.org

CHAPTER FIELD TRIPS

Chapter field trips are free and open to the public. They
are oriented to conservation, protection and engryrof
California native plants and wildlife, and we adhés all
rules and guidelines for the lands on which wevési¢ing.

In our region it is very important to be prepared for
hiking on rugged & steep terrain, wide temperature
ranges and rapidly changing conditions at any timef
year. All participants should wear sturdy footwearand
carry sufficient water, sun protection, food, clothing
layers, personal first aid and other supplies you fay
need. If you have any questions about your abilityo
participate in a particular field trip, please contact the
trip leader in advance.

Fri-Sun July 21-23 Sugar Lake Backpack

Join Joe Cernac and Ken Himes for a botanical teestkp
trip to Sugar Lake in the Russian Peak Wildernésiseo
Klamath National Forest. The Klamath Mountains are
renowned for their incredible conifer diversity thvat least
22 species to be found. A staggering 19 speciesmfer
are found in the square mile surrounding our Sugie
destination, including Engelmann spruce and sulmalfir.

Our hike in to the lake on Friday will be in anyasd
relatively flat 2 miles.

Saturday will feature a longer day hike with poksib
substantial elevation gain. Contact Joe at (4GBRE65 or
Ken at (650)591-8560 for further details, oréserve
your spot. Reservations can also be made by emailing
Kevin Bryant at mtngreenl7@verizon.net.

illegal off-road use, urban sprawl, and logging edircause
extreme pressures on our wonderful California mativ

In this issue of th@lazing Sar, we have listed a few of the|
restoration and invasive plant eradiction effoxgg on
within our Chapter boundaries — there are many rtae

we did not have space to list. | invite you tot‘®cally”

DEADLINE FoOR THE NEXT BLAZING STAR
Saturday, August 5, 2006

Email: mattsson@sbcglobal.net
Phone: (408)255-3767

by joining one of these work parties. In additiplease






